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in Bhootan are shameless beggars and liars of the
first magnitude, whose most solemn pledged words
are violated without the slightest hesitation. They
play bully and sycophant with equal readiness, exhi-
biting in their conduct a rare compound of official
pride and presumption, together with the low cunning
of needy mediocrity." Mr. Claude White, however,
expresses himself on them in more favourable terms
since his visit to their country in 1905.

The people are professed Buddhists, though still
propitiating evil spirits ; polyandry is the prevailing
domestic custom and the habits of all classes are
filthy to a degree. The men are strongly built,
with athletic figures, of dark complexions, and un-
pleasantly heavy and cunning faces.

With a people possessing these unamiable charac-
teristics we had but little to do until well into the
middle of last century, when we came into unpleasant
contact with them, due to their continual acts of
aggression along the borders of the Dooars or large
tracts of low hills and terai land lying between the
Himalayas and the Assam plains. In 1792, when
Welsh's expedition entered Assam, it was found the
Bhootanese were exercising authority as far into the
plains as Kamali Alii, though for how long this had
been going on is not known ; presumably the weak
government of Gaurinath's reign had favoured the
extension of Bhootanese land grabbing. However,
this condition could not be put up with when the
British began to administer Assam in 1832, and
Mr. David Scott ordered them back into the Dooars.
These, the Assam Dooars, ten years later were appro-
priated by the Government in punishment for various